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hen the town of
Allegheny was laid
out in 1878

surrounding the central area
were 102 acres called the
East, West, North and
South Commons. The area
was reserved as "common
land" for the pasture of
cattle owned by the town's
residents.

For the next 40 years the
commons remained just that -
common ground. However, in 1818
the state legislature appropriated
approximately 10 acres for a
penitentiary (the present site of the
National Aviary).

The next attempted raid was in
1819, when the legislature tried to set
40 acres aside for the new home of
Western University of Pennsylvania.
This assault was thwarted by the
protests of the residents of Allegheny
who claimed their right to the land as
their common pasture. The case went
to the supreme court under the title
"Trustees of the Western University of
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The Allegheny Commons - A Short History

The Humbolt Monument - now gone
will be one of the stops on the
upcoming tour of the Commons to be
held by the Allegheny City Society on
Sept. 14.

Pennsylvania against Robinson and
Others." In 1824, the university's title
to the lands was declared defective.
In 1822, the general assembly of the
Presbyterian Church sought to locate
a theological seminary on the
commons. This time, however, the

Continued on Page 4 ..
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10.

11.

BuaiLpings inp PLACES

What is the first public publicly supported
Carnegie Library in the United States?

In the 1920's Pittsburgh had 27 department
stores. What famous local department store was
located in Allegheny City?

Henry Phipps donated money to set up a
conservatory in West Park. The building was
rebuilt in the 1950's. What is it called today.

It used to be a way stop for Benedictine priests
and nuns and was the City of Pittsburgh’s first
bed and breakfast inn. What is it’s name?

What building has the largest collection of holy
relics in the United States?

What hospital had it’s first building on Stockton
Avenue?

What was the name of the building that now is a
features children’s programs and play areas?
What sports venue is near the site of old
Exposition Park?

What neighborhood of the North Side is named
for a war that was fought in the 1840's?

There was a “mall type” building on the present
site of Allegheny Center. What was it’s name?
What was the name of the building that now
houses the Pittsburgh Public Theater?
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12.

13.

Test Your KnowLenae o HrieaHeny City WiTH
Trese Trivia QUESTIONS

Before its annexation a number of Allegheny
City streets had other names. What was the
former name of Brighton Road? Galveston
Avenue?

What area of the North Side was know for its
slaughterhouses and meat processing plants?
What is the name of that area today?

Frimous PropLE

What person made horseradish and turned it into
a multi-million dollar usiness?

What famous composer’s father was a Mayor of
Allegheny City?

What famous woman painter lived in Allegheny
City?

Who was the first white child born on the
Northern side of the Allegheny River?

What famous mystery writer lived in Allegheny
City?

This Allegheny City resident invented one of the

most popular amusements for the World’s Fair in

Chicago? Who was he and what was his

invention?

This writer was born in the Allegheny West

neighborhood. She and her family moved away

about 6 months later. What is her name?

This man’s jealous rage caused him to shoot and

kill 2 man in New York City. At the trial he

pleaded insanity and was acquitted. What was his

name?

STUMPED BY SUME OF THESE QUESTIONS?
OEE PAGE 8 FOR THE ANWWERS.
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