—

o

)

O

%

.
I\

[T

The Alleghe City Society
EPORTER DISPATCIA

| The Quarterly Journal of Old Allegheny History and Lore - Volume 2 No-2

e/ Upcoming Events March..... The Allegheny City Society will sponsor a discussion
\ °1 by author Barry Paris, Pittsburgh Post Gazette movie critic, on author Marcia

N9 Davenport’s image of Allegheny City in The Valley of Decision. Following the talk, R 9
the movie version of the novel will be screened. The talk and screening will take
place at Victoria House, Bed and Breakfast Hotel, located at 939 Western Avenue.
The discussion will begin at 2:00 PM and the screening will be at 4:00 PM on

Sunday, March 29, 1998.

The Valley of Decision is one of the few books written and one of the only
movies about the people of Allegheny City and the North Side. Written by Marcia
Davenport in 1943, it was made into a movie in 1945 starring Greer Garson and
Gregory Peck. The story traces the history of a Pittsburgh family, the Scotts, and their
steel mills from 1873 to 1941.

Marcia Davenport was born in 1903 in New York State and moved to Pittsburgh in
the 1920's. She became fascinated with the social and cultural history of Pittsburgh.
The result of this fascination was the book, The Valley of Decision.

Barry Paris interviewed Ms. Davenport for an article that appeared in The New
Yorker in 1992. In addition, Mr. Paris has written biographies of Greta Garbo and
Audrey Hepburn.

The Victoria House is the former Rhodes Mansion, now a bed and breakfast. "We
are fortunate to be able to hold this event in one of the mansions along Western
Avenue," said event organizer, John Canning. "Some of the scenes in the novel take
place in a mansion along this street," he continued. "So in effect the story and movie
72, are coming home." N

Ironically, the film version of The Valley of Decision was not shot in &= N
Pittsburgh. However, after the world premiere at the Warner Theater a party was held N/
N/ at the Henry B. Oliver mansion on Ridge Avenue. L\ )N

The event is free and open to the public, however you are asked to preregister.

For more information or to register call the Allegheny City Society at 322-8807.

<

— 14— ———— . ———\ % S—— % = —— %
21 ’,

'.F

T

e
P

T

pe—1

e
[T,

g
——

| s

N3

=z
—

[

Annual Meeting - April.... The anti-slavery forces in Pennsylvania and their historic
contributions to the pre-Civil War Freedom Trail will be the topic of discussion of a special
presentation at The Allegheny City Society's annual meeting on Thursday,
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