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Heimat in Allegheny!

On Sunday, September
19th, the Allegheny City Society
and the Troy Hill Citizens Council
will sponsor a walking and trolley
tour of the Troy Hill
neighborhood. Known for many
years and by many people as a
community that is proud of its
Germanic heritage, this tour of
Troy Hill will focus on the historic
development of the area and its
institutions.

Tour-goers will walk
about the village center with stops
at Most Holy Name Church and
Rectory, Troy Hill's Community
Parklet (the site of the Troy Hill
School for over a century),the
Troy Hill Turnverein, St.
Anthony's Chapel, and Grace
Lutheran Church. Upon leaving
Grace Church, "Molly's Trolleys"
will then transport all participants
to both the eastern and western
limits of the "hill."

Along the "trolley" ride
the following sites will be
highlighted: Troy Hill's Incline,
Voeghtly Cemetery, St. Andrew's
Episcopal Mission, the Troy Hill

Liedertafel, Good Shepherd Home, |

Eberhardt and Ober's Brewery
(present day Penn Brewery),
Bohemian Hill and the Troy Hill
(Bohemian) Presbyterian Church,
Allegheny City's first reservoir, St.
Joseph’s Orphanage, and the home
of Adam and Elizabeth
Rickenbach Reinemenn. The tour
will end at the celebrated Troy Hill

" Fire House—the home of ghosts
| and gourmands. At the Fire House
| tour-goers will have an

opportunity to see a collection of
Troy Hill photos and memorabilia
as well as sample some
treats provided by the firefighters.
All tours will begin at
Most Holy Name Church. Ample
parking is nearby the church. The
first tour leaves at 12:40 p.m.
Subsequent tours leave every
twenty minutes until 3:20. Due to
the limited number of trolley seats

. reservations are a must. The cost
. of the tour is $10. Reservations

can be made by calling the Troy
Hill Citizens office at 321-2852.
Don't be disappointed--make your
reservations now!!!

Float ‘EM or Tote “Em - A
Brief History of the Rail-
roads of Allegheny City

Following is the text of the talk given by
John Lyon at the Society's Annual Meeting
in April, 1999. He will give the talk again
at the Northland Library this February 20,
2000 at 2:00 p.m. The talk will include a
number of slides of the Allegheny Shops
that were located on the present day site
of the Post office

How many of you have
ever ridden on a train?

If those of you who have
ridden on a train, How many of

. you rode on trains before or during

the early 1950's?

If you answered yes to
both questions, you probably rode
on a train pulled by a steam engine
and should consider yourself one
of us who participated in the
Golden Age of Railroads.

) On the wall in my home is
a poster I picked up at the
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad

' Museum - a picture of an early

steam locomotive with the caption
"America Grew [Jn on Trains."
Railroads made possible
the rapid expansion of our country
from the east to west coast in less

' than 50 years.

It all began in the 1780's

the idea.

when William Symington
conceived of using steam to propel
carriages, but he did nothing with

It was left to another
Englishman, George Stephenson to
perfect the idea of a steam
locomotive. In 1814 he constructed
a locomotive to haul coal from
mines and in 1815 built the first
locomotive to use steam blast.
Stephenson is considered the
father of the locomotive.

Here in America in 1812,

. Oliver Evans, a Philadelphia

inventor predicted "The time will
come when people will travel in
stages moved by steam engines
from one city to another, almost as
fast as the birds can fly, 15 to 20
miles per hour. A carriage will
start from Washington in the

' morning, the passengers will
| breakfast at Baltimore, dine in

Philadelphia, and sup in New York
on the same day."
In 1815 a gentleman from New
Jersey, John Stevens obtained the
first railroad charter in the United
States to construct a railroad from
the Delaware to Raritan Rivers.

When the War of 1812
ended east coast residents and
businesses began to look
westward. People and goods had
to move both east and west. Three
cities in the middle Atlantic states
began to vie to become the center
of commerce: New York,
Philadelphia and Baltimore.

In Washington, D.C.,
Senator John C. Calhoun said we

. should "bind our country with a

system of turnpikes and canals"
However, at this time only 28
miles of canals had been built.
That was about to change. In 1818
the National Road was completed
to Wheeling, West Virginia.
However, the New York State
bought into Calhoun's idea in a
grand way. They authorized the
























